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PARK-STREET LECTURES. 


(For the Magazine.) 


- Messrs. Editors,—A few days ago, a friend 
put mto my hand a volume entitled ‘‘The Park- 
street Lectures.”’ I found it to be acolleetion 

_ of sermons delivered by Rey, Dr. Griffin while 

pastor of Park-street Church in your city.— 

Obedient to my friend’s request, I read it near- 

ly through; sometimes feeling entertained, some- 

times amused, and sometimes disgusted. The 
most prominent curiosity which the work ex- 
hibited to me, was an exposition of the doctrine 

of Election as understood by the author. I 

could not allow that all tae Dr.’s premises were 
correct, or that his arguments in favor of them 
were conclusive; and while I was reflecting 
upon the subject as illustrated by him, the fol- 

lowing thoughts occurred to me, which I sub- 
mit to your disposal ; 


On pp. 215, 16, 17, the author labors to 
prove, ‘that “whatever God does, he always 
meant to do,”’—that ‘‘in all his works he acts 
from design;’’? and consequently, ‘the eternal 
decree is established.” To this I need not 
object; but does this prove that the decree se- 
sures the endless happiness of some men, and 
the endless misery of others? To me, it does 
not; butto the Dr. it does: See his argument. 
On p. 218, he says, ‘The only question is, 
what does God perform?—what does he accom- 
plish by positive power?” He then intimates that 

.God does some’ things for one, in this world, 
which he does not do for another, and from 
hence argues, that “the doctrine of election 
follows with mathematical certainty.” But is 
this conclusive argument? Does it follow that 
if God sends disease to one, and health to anoth- 
er, in this world, he will perpetuate the same 
physical and temporal diversity of condition in 
the world to come?—-that ifhe grants some the 


light of the holy Seriptures—the teaching of 


Christ and the Apostles, and thereby, a know- 
ledge of himself; and brings others into exist- 
ence under local circumstances which deny 
them these privileges through life, he will cause 
the same difference in priviledge and condition 
to exist in the coming world? But again, 
How will the Dr.’s argument operate when 
applied to Adam and Eve? IfT understand 
his resoning, it is this;-If God actually does 
that for one in this world, which he does not 
for another, it is evidence there will be a differ- 
ence in the condition of the human race in the 
future world; but if there be no distinction 
~ made sisre, there will be none ruere. Now 
it is allowed by all that Adam and Eve, prior 
to their transgression,were sinless, innocent be- 
ings. Had they, while in that pure state, used 
Dr. G.’s argument, they would have contended 
that there would be no difference in their con- 
dition in the immortal world; both would be 
saved,—both were elected. To-morrow Eve 
is tempted and sins : and now, before she of- 
fers the forbidden fruit to Adam, before he is 
tainted, what does our author’s reasoning prove? 
Why, that there will be a great distinction be- 
tween them in the coming world, because in 
this world God caused Adam to be pure and 


innocent, while Eve is impure and guilty: Ad- 
am is elected, but Eve is a reprobate. Well, 
to-morrow or the next moment, Eve offers the 
forbidden fruit to Adam, and he sins; how must 
they argue now? Behold, at Tus moment, 
there is no difference between “hem, of course 
there will be none in the future world; they are 
now BoTH reprobates. This would be reason-, 
ing upon Dr, G.’s principle. But where is 
God’s eternal decree all this while?. For surely 
‘‘what God does he always meant todo.” Con- 


sequently his purpose or decree embraced the 


end with the beginning of all things; the end 
as well as the beginning of Adam and. Eve. 
Of course it immutably sealed the endless bliss 
or woe of both, or the final bliss of one, and the 
final woe of the other. Yet according to the 
Dr.’s principle, Adam and Eve must have ar- 
gued at one time that both were elected; at 
another time that one was elected and the oth- 
er passed by; and finally thet they were both 
reprobates; and each time their argument would 


NO. 4. 


execute five and pardon five: this was his eter- 
nal decree. But, stop: if all the subjects pos- 
sessed “human freedom,” i. e. “full power to 
obey”? the command of the Prince,—receive 
pardon and happiness, did they not all possess 
“‘freedom’’——“full power” to thwart the decree 
or purpose of the Prince? “Freedom”—“full 
power” to prevent his doing what “he always 
meant to do??? Most certainly; for if all had 
exercised their freedom—their power, in ac- 
cepting the invitation, all would have been par- 
doned, and the purpose of the Prince com- 
pletely defeated. Where then, I ask, is the 
supremacy of God? He is not supreme; for 
man has ‘full power” to disappoint his inten- 
tions, and cause him to act, or be still. Man 
holds the reins, and God is governed: Man is 
supreme,and Jehovah is the subject! If you give 
man the reins,he will not go to your hell,and if he 
should ever get there, he will not stay. Thus 
you are depriving yourself of the most favorite 
tenet of your faith. But, once more, and J 


have been conformable to the eternal decree of| have done. 


God! I can hardly believe the Dr. would be 


How does the Dr.’s “human freedom’ or 


willing to follow his reasoning into the windings | ‘‘full power” to obey God, appear by his illus- 


and nonsence to which it inevitably leads. The | tration of its exercise? 


The Prince goes to 


fact is, he took for granted, what he should/|the cell of five of the condemned culprits, and 
have proved, viz. that a difference in thetempor-| offers them pardon; they refuse—he expostu- 


al or spiritual condition of people wERk, argues | lates—they still refuse. 


a difference HEREAFTER, But finding no argu- 
ment to pxove it, either in scripture, or in the 
reason and fitness of things, he seems to have 
depended upon the credulity of his reader to 
believe it, because He had said it. But again, 

On p. 218, the Dr. asks, ‘““What special dif- 
ficulty arises from the decree? ls it contrary 
to human freedom? If liberty is infringed, it 
is not infringed by the decree.” What can the 
preacher mean here? He is contending that an 
eternal immutable decree exists, by which the 
endless condition of mankind is rendered ineyi- 
table,——some in a state of salvation, and others 
in damnation. And yet, he contends that God 
sincerely invites all to accept or choose salvation 
He then asks, “‘is it (the decree) contrary to 
human freedom?’’—-Human freedom to do 
what? Surely not to choose eternal life, and re- 
ject eternal woe; nor to chose eternal woe and 
reject eternal life; for the endless fate of all is 
immutably fixed by the eternal decree. But 
perhaps this question is answered on p, 226, 
where the Dr. says, “Mankind received from 
the hand of God full powers to obey him.”— 
Let this pass for the answer, and it will appear 
that “human freedom” consists in possessing 
“full powers to obey God” in accepting the in- 
vitation to eternal life which ts freely given to 
all, 
tion of his system of election. ‘Ton subjects 
of a Prince are in chains under sentence of 
death. Their prison doors are opened, their 
chains are thrown off, and pardon and happi- 
ness offered to ail. They all refuse—reject 
the offer. The Prince executes five, but lays 
his hand upon the other five, and compels them 
to submit and accept his invitation, Now, in 
all this, the Prince does only what “he always 
meant to do;’”—what he eternally) purposed. 
Hence it now appears that he alwaip meant to 


Now let us look at the author’s ilustra-|— 


Now since five had 
already been executed, the Prince discovers 
that the good of the whole requires that these 
five be submissive and obedient. He possesses 
power, by laying his hand on them, to melt them 
into submission. We lays his hand on them and° 
they accept. Then the Author says, (p. 224,) 
“No act of their lives was ever more free.”’ 
But, I ask, was it wirgour the power or aid of 
the Prince, that they, in the first place, refused? 
| Yes, says the Dr., in this, they acted perfectly 
free. Well, did they submit and accept the 
|offer wirHout the power or aid of the Prince: 
No: then the acts are not parallel. The first 
was the result of independent choice; the sec- 
ond of compulsion, or constraint. In the first 
instance they acted without the constraining 
‘power of the Prince; but in the second they 
were constrained or compelled. If, in relation 
to freedom, the Dr. can see no diference in thé 
above examples he has exhibited, | wonder if 
he could see any difference, in relation to free- 
dom, between a carriage’s moving over the 
ground without the assistance of any power in- 
dependent of itseif, and its moving by the pow- 
er of a horse. At this moment the clock an- 
nounced the hour for retirement, and I was 
compelled to conclude my Reriecrions, 


ORTHODOXY UNMASKED. 
(Just Published and for Sale at this Office.) 


A SERMON, delivered in the 2d Univer. 
salist Meeting House in Boston, on Sabbath 
Morning, June 24, 1827, in which some notice 
is taken of Pror, Sruart’s ELecTION SERMON, 
By Rev. H. Ballou.—Text, Jer, x. 21, “Fov 
the pastors are become brutish, and have not sought 
\the Lord: therefore they shall not prosper, and ald 
|thetr flocks shall be scattered,” 


FOR THE MAGAZINE. 


> The following LETTER was addressed by a 
respectable Lady to a Baptist Church, of which she 
had been a member for eighteen years. 

Beloved Brethren and Sisters, 

In the spirit of that Christian friendship, 
which for a long time has contributed to our 
mutual comfort, [ wish to address to you a short 
epistle, hoping it will find acceptance, and re- 
ceive your serious attention. 

Several years have passed away since I made 
a public profession of faith in the doctrines 
held by your church, and was received to your 
fellowship and communion. At the time I made 
that profession, I believed all 1 professed to be- 
lieve, though perhaps [ had not as much evi- 
dence of the truth of what I professed, as would 
have been necessary to convince a more en- 
lJarged and enlightened mind. But this is a 
state of progression and consequently 
changes. I trust therefore, you will not be 
surprised to learn, that after a diligent search 
ofthe Scriptures, with a disposition to “reason 
together” with my heavenly Father;—‘‘prove 
all things,” and “hold fast” only “that which is 
good,” I have been compelled to believe some 
things which I once disbelieved, and to disbe- 
lieve some things which I once believed. I 
feel it my duty therefore, to state to you some 
of the conclusions at which my mind has arriv- 
ed, together with some of the evidences which 
produced them. 


First. I have been constrained to believe 
that God loves all the rational creatures he has 
made; that he does not, nor ever will, hate any 
ofthem, because they are sinners. And that 
all the punishment he will ever inflict upon 
them for sin, will be designed to do therm 
good. 

The following passages of Scripture are but 
a very few of those which assisted in bringing 
my mind to the above conclusion. ‘God so 
loved the world, that he gave his only begotten 
Son, that whosoever believeth in him should 
not perish, but have everlasting life.” “For 
they verily for a few days chastened us, after 
their own pleasure; but he, for our profit, that 
we might be partakers of his holiness.” ‘He 
is of one mind, and who can turn him?” “T am 
the Lord, [ change not.” If God loved the 
world of mankind when they were sinners and 
needed a Saviour; and if he never changes,— 


UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE. : 


stitution of all things, which God hath spoken 
by the mouth of all his holy prophets since the 
world began.” “And all things are of God, 
who hath reconciled us to himself by Jesus 
Christ, and hath given to us the ministry of re- 
conciliation; to wit, that God was in Christ re- 
conciling the world unto himself.” ‘For this 
is good and acceptable in the sight of God our 
Saviour, who will have all men to be sayed.” 
I might proceed and name a great many more 
passages which speak of God’s love to the world, 
and of his will and purpose to save the world in 
his own good time, but this would swell my 
letter to too great a length. I would observe 
however, that I have not only prayerfully read 
the Bible; bat l have seriously reflected and 
reasoned upon its testimony; and these reflec- 
tions and reasonings have tended to confirm 
me in the opinion, that the way in which I now 
understand the Scriptures, is the way in which 
the divine Spirit intended to be understood.— 


of Indeed, it appeais to me impossible, that a Be- 


ing whose wisdom and knowledge are infinite, 
could have acted, in man’s creation, without a 
design. And that design must have embraced 
the end as wellas the beginning of man. To 
say that our Creator designed the endless mis- 
very of all mankird, directly contradicts the tes- 
bee that “the Lord is good to all,” and that 
“his mercy is everlasting.” And to say that 
‘he designed the e‘ernal woe ofa part, positive- 
ly denies the Apostle’s assertion—God ‘will 
have all men to he saved.” But to say that 
God designed the final holiness and happiness 
of all men, perteetly accords with his revealed 
will and purpose as recorded in the holy scrip- 
tures, and as manifested in the mission of the 
Saviour of the world—This is the path in 
which my mind has travelled, and these are 
some of the conclusions at which it finally ar- 
rived. The doctrine | have embraced is not 
alter man, neiflier did I receive it of man; for 
ithe only preacher I heard defend the doctrine 
| before my mind became established in it, was 
the Great Jehovah; and all the writings I ever 
‘consulted upoa the subject before I felt the full 


| 
4 


jholy Spirit, reccrded in the Scriptures. And, 
my dear friends, I assure you that I find peace 
in believing. 

For some time | concealed my convictions, 
knowing that a public declaration of them would 
/expose me to censure and reproach, and for 
some time I refrained from hearing an Univer- 


assurance of faith, were the testimony of the | 


—— 


which edifies and comforts me, an 

my love to God and man. In using 

ty, P fear { shall violate some rules to which 
you may consider the members of your church 
bound to adhere. ‘Therefore, feeling unwilling 
to put you to any unnecessary trouble or un- 
happy feelings; and believing it would promote 
our mutual peace to dissolve the connexion 
which exists between us, I hereby ask a dis- 
mission from your church, And if your love to 
me, suffers no greater diminution than my love 
to you, my anxious desire will be realized, mm 
the perpetuity of unfeigned, mutual friendship, 
till we all come, in the unity of the spirit and 
bonds of peace, to glorify God and enjoy him 
forever. ; 


A NEW UNIVERSALIST CONVENTION, 


Called the ‘‘Southern Convention of Universalists’” 
has been formed in North Carolina. The following 
Minures of its first session, are from the New-York 
Olive Branch. 


MINUTES 


Of the Southern Convention of Universalists. 


Saturday, June 1827. The Delegates 
from the Universalist Societies in Wilmington, 
Sampson, Onslow, and Duplin, assembled at 
the house of Mr. Hogan Hunter in Kenansville, 
Duplin Co N. C. for.the purpose of organizing 
the Southern Convention of Universalists. 

The following Delegates were present—D. 
Hooks, Oliver L. Kelley, J. M. Nixom, John 
Miller, James ©. Wilkinson, Thomas H. 
Wright, S. ©, Mills, John Houston, John 
Farrier, Alex MacRae, G. H. McMillin, E. 
Withington, Jacob Frieze, Abner Hopton, John 
Giles, James C. G. Duffy. 

When Col. D. Hooks was chosen Moderator, 
And Dr. Abner Hopton, Clerk. } 

The following Brothers were chosen a Com- 
mittee to draft a Constitution and Confession 
of Faith, for the government of the Conven-. 
tion, viz: Rev. Jacob Frieze, Oliver L. Kel- 
ley, John Miller, James N. Nixon, Abner Hop- 
ton, Alex. MacRae, George McMillin. 

Chose Br. Jacob Frieze to prepare a Circu- 
lar Letter. 

Adjourned till to-morrow morning, 9 o’clock. 
Br. Frieze preached from Micah iv. 5, 


Sunday Morning, 9 o’clock.—The Council 


(9) 


— 


never has but one mind,—is never turned; [ | salist preach, having been repeatedly told that} met according to adjournment, Opened by- 


cannot believe that he now does, or ever will 


they were very wicked people, and preached 


prayer, by Br. Jacob Frieze. 


hate any of them, because they are sinners. | nothing that was good—nothing that was true; 


Heard ¢ ccepted the R - 
And if he ever did, and now does chasten men | but all that was bad—all that was false. But) oand. and. afoot 


for their profit, and is immutable; I think he 
never will punish any without designing their 


mittee appointed to draft a Constitution and 


being convineed that it was inconsistent with | Articles of Faith 


the character of a faithful disciple of Jesus 


good. Christ to be unwilling to suffer reproach for 
Second. I am fully persuaded that the time trusting in the living God as the Saviour of all 
will come when the whole race of Adam, will, men, I frankly acknowledged my convictions 


ciled to God, and rendered happy forever. |found I had been greatly misinformed concern- 

As the Scriptares appear to me to abound in|'»g_those preachers. © Instead of preaching 
evidence of this, E cannot point you to an hund-| that which was false, bad and unscriptural, 
redth part of it in this letter. TF wovor three he reasoned out of the scriptures, showing that 
passages which belong to the class to which | 0d’s love is universal, and that his salvation 
allude, must suffice. tito me and be |is co-extensive with the reign of sin; he spake 
ye saved ali the ends of the earth; for Lam God |the truth as witnessed by Jesus, and it was 
and there is none else; [have sworn by myself,|Sweet unto my taste. The reason of my ab- 
the word is gone out of my mouth in righteous- | Senting myselfirom your meeting is not any a- 
ness, aud shall not return, that unto me every |batement of my friendship, nor because your 
knee shall bow, every tongue shall swear; surely society is disagreeable to me,—for my faith 
shall ay, in the Lord have I righteousness and | 
strength.”” “And he shall send Jesus Christ, |a5 myself whatever may be their religious 


the 


edged m} | 
be delivered from all_unrighteousness;—recon- | 20d went to hear an Universalist preach. I : a ; 
‘and New-York Conventions of Universalists, 


Heard and accepted the Circular Letter pre- 
pared by Br. Jacob Frieze. 

Appointed Br. Jacob Frieze corresponding 
Secretary; and delegate to the New-England 


Appointed the following Brethren a Commit- 
tee of Discipline for their respective coun- 


| ties, viz: 


John A. Everett, Minor Huntington, Alfred 
Shepherd, Onslow. 

David Uooks, Jechn Miller, Jon Farrier, 
Duplin. 

David Jones, Joshua James, Henry R. Foy, 
George H. McMillin, Neweiiattar 

A. Hopton, Wm. Robinson, C. Devane, 


imposes the sweet duty of loving my neighbors | Sampson. 


Resolved, That the Minutes of this Conven- 


which before was preached unto you; whom | views; bai I have absented myself, because Tj tion, Confession of Faith and Articles of the 
heavens must receive until the times of re- feet it my duty to attend upon that ministry | Constitution be published in the Liberalist 


Resolved, That this Convention do adjourn 
to meet again on the last Saturday in October 
next, at Richland Chapel, Onslow Co. at 9 
o’clock in the morning. 

Meeting closed with prayer. Owing to dis- 
agreeable weather, and the indisposition of Br. 
Frieze, divine service was dispensed with to- 


day. D. Hooks, Moderator. 
A Horron, Clerk. 5 


FOR THE MAGAZINE. 


- MORE CONSOLATION FOR THE REPROBATE. 
No. 2. 


One grand objection, to the doctrine of the 
eternal reprobation of some of Goa’s creatures, 
is this: It represents the Almighty as bound to 
do evil that good may come; yea, to give never 
ending evil to some, that he may give never 
ending good to others, He must treat some of 
his creatures most unkindly, that he may be 
kind to others. He must be a cruel God to 
some that he may be merciful to others. He 


could not divide his portion of blessedness 
-among all his offspring, and treat them all 


alike; for then some could not love and praise 
him, for his partiality to them, nor others hate & 
curse him, for being to them, the most terrible 
tormenting demon. For how could an infi- 
nitely malignant being, make creatures of worse 


character than totally wicked, and doom them 


to a worse state, than endless misery? Who 
can see any reason, why a creature should 
love and trust a Creator, who curses him into 
existence, to endure never ending wretched- 
ness? What being ought to be hated, if such 
a being ought not? Ifacreature has no reason to 
love its Maker who intends it no good, but in- 
finite evil, than it cannot deserve any punish- 
-ment for withholding love, Yea, it ought to be 


-rewarded for hating, an infinitely hateful being. 


Hence, were there a God, who was disposed to 


‘make creatures for endless misery, it would be 


their duty to hate and oppose him with all their 
heart and strength, as long as they existed.— 
And, instead of suffering any evil fer their op- 

osition, they ought to be. rewarded as good 
and faithful servants of righteousness. For all, 
who believe in a devil, think it to be virtuous 
and praise worthy to resist and oppose him,— 
Now, it is not possible, to conceive of a devil 
of almighty power, who can make a creature 
more than totally depraved at first; or who can 
determine to fill every faculty of his soul with 
more than infinite sin and misery, which shall 
never end. But according to the Hopkinsian 
plan, God is determined to treat all the repro- 
bates inthis manner. Of course no reprobate 
can be under obligation to love and serve such 


‘a God. If he tries to love such a Ged, he can- 
not. If he could love such a God, he ought 
not. It would be wicked to love an unlovely 


Being: exeept with pity, if he cannot help 
himself. As infinite hatred cannot choose to 
treat a creature worse than the Hopkinsian’s 
god treats the reprobate, there is nothing more 
Joyely in such a god, than there 1s i infinite 
ill-will. Hence, those who fear that they are 
reprobates, may take consolation, mm the belief 
that they have no sin to answer for, unless they 
try to Jove an infinitely hateful god. Ifthe 
Creator of man is not such a being, then they 
are the objects of his love, and good will, and 
they may not fear that love and good will, will 
make them forever miserable. 

According to te Hopkinsian system, God 
has a certain quantity of holiness and happiness, 
which is the greatest degree he can produce.— 


UNIVERSALIST 


Now, whether one, or many, or all receive this 
fulness of holiness and happiness, it 1s the same 
free gift of God, to the creatures of his power, 
and the same Son died to manifest it, and the 
same spirit applies it, and the same divine per- 
fections are displayed by it. Why then could 
not God be as well glorified, in dividing his 
bounty among his whole family of intelli- 
gences, as giving it in larger portions to a 
part, while another part, no less deserving nor 
more ill-deserving, are left to hunger and per- 
ish everlastingly? Would not a kind earthly 
parent, treat all his children with equal kind- 
ness, when they were equally dependant on 
his favor? “Would not partiality be condemned 
by every reasonable person? Especially, when 
an infinite difference is made among the off- 
spring of the same parent. One child may be 
deprived of good for a time, to promote the 
good of his brethren. But it is but just and 
right, that his sufferings, or labors should be 
well rewarded. 

A person may loose his limbs or his property 
in the service of his country, but it is suitable 
that he be repaid, whenever his country is able 
to do it. It is a debt which they owe, and are 
bound to pay. Soif the divine character, in 
order to be displayed, and God glorified, de- 
mands the sufferings of the Son of God, it is 
proper that he meet with a suitable reward.-— 

So if the glory of God and the good of his 
kingdom demand that creatures be made sinful 
and miserable for a season, it is equally proper, 
in order to display the righteousness of God, 
not to say his mercy, that sinners be delivered 
from their sinful state, and made as happy as 
God is able to make them. God is bound, 
from the nature of things, to bestow on all his 
creatures, all that happiness, which he is able 
to give. His ability is the rule ofhis bounty. He 
that knoweth to do good, and doeth it not, to 
him it issin. So God tells his creatures. God 
will do all the good he can. So Hopkinsians 
believe. But there is this difference between 
us. They beheve that God will be partial in 
the dispensation of his fayors. TI believe, it to 
be more reasonable, and scriptural, to think, 
that God will do good to all, and that his ten- 
der mercies are, and will forever be, over all 
his works. Hence, the reprobate now, will be 
saved hereafter, as well as the elect. 8. T. 


CONNECTICUT PHYSICIANS. 


The physicians of Middlesex county, Conn. 
we learn, have entered into an agreement not 
to visit the sick on Sunday, unless satisfied 
that the nature of the case issuch as to require 
immediate attention. If this statement be true 
the physicians in question should have their li- 
censes taken from them forthwith, ‘The deter- 
mination evinces as much ignorance of their 
religious and moral duties, as it does a feeling 
of cold and heartless inhumanity. To say 
nothing of the example of the Great Founder 
of the Christian Religion, while upon Earth, 
who seems to have selected the Sabbath as a 
season of peculiar kindness to the sick, and 
who so powerfully rebuked the hypocritical 
Seribes and Pharisees, who murmured at him 
therefor, we would inquire of these fastidious 
sons of Aisculapius how they are to assertain 
whether the cases to which they are called, 
are such as do not require immediate attention, 
unless by personal examination? And we would 
also inquire whether the maxim that “delays 
are dangerous,” is not particularly applicable 
in cases of sickness? How many diseases ter- 


minate fatally in consequence of delaying to| 
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send for a physician, until the disorder becomes 
so deeply seated as to bafile the efforts of the 


most skillful professors of the healing art? Are 
we not divinely taught that the Sabbath was 
made for man, and not man for the Sabbath? 
And has not He, of whom it is said never man 
spake as He spake, declared that it is lawful to 
do good on the Sabbath day? Truly these 
over-zealous gentlemen should pause before 
they attempt a measure like this, lest in a mo- 
ment of fanatical enthusiasm, they do more in- 
jury to the cause of genuine religion, then they 
could do good in an age. Let them beware, 
moreover, that while engaged in tithing their 
mint, and anise, and cummin, they do not neg- 
lect other and more important duties—that 
while they imagine themselves to be piously 
engaged in straining at gnats, that they do not 
find that they have swallowed a number of 
camels, Ifthe spirit which has dictated the 
resolution of the Middletown physicians, should 
spread, we are not sure that the stale jest of 
whipping the beer-barrels to keep the liquor 
from working on the Sabbath, would much 
longer be a fiction. —.V. ¥. Com. Adv. 


A MATHEMATICAL QUESTION. 
(From N. Y. Olive Branch.) 


This question is put to Arminians; that is, to 
Methodists, Free-will Baptists, Quakers, and 
Unitarians, who believe that the characters 
formed here will extend into another world, and 
be carried through eternity; for the god of Cal- 
vinism, and his votaries, who believe, or pretend 
to believe, that little infants may be justly damn- 
ed to all eternity fur the sin of Adam, are too 
cruel in their imaginations to be reasoned with. 
But to those, who profess to be rational on re- 
ligious subjects, I would make the following 
statement, and ask the following question. 

Presuming that there must be some period 
when every child, which lives above the age of 
childhood, and is endowed with common sense, 
comes to the age of dircretion, so as to be an 
accountable being in the sight of God, I will 
suppose a child comes to that period at seven 
years of age; a little older, or a little younger, 
as it will not alter my statement. This child 
lived one day after it was an accountable crea- 
ture in the sight of God; in that day, it stole 
an apple; it was charged with the crime, and, 
as is too common, lied to hide its fault. Of 
course it became athief and a liar, the first day 
of its accountability. On its way home, it was 
killed by pure accident, without having experi- 
enced any change of heart whatever. It goes in- 
to the eternal world with his character, in.a sin- 
ful state, and is now to be rewarded according 
to the deeds done inthe body. The punishment 
must be extended to the whole of its being, and 
of course must be endless in duration; but in 
degree it must be exactly proportionate to the 
offence. My question is, what degreé of punish- 
ment must be inflicted? And when extended to 
an infinite duration, but amounting in the whole 
to what strict and rigid justice would require for 
the crimes here mentioned, How muck would 
that punishment be below perfect bliss! Now 
extend the guilt to the greatest degree of crim- 
inahty eyer contracted by any one man; and 
yet, extending the punishment toinfinity of du- 
ration, What degree of suffering will be endur- 
ed in any single hour of eternity? But if the 
punishment be not extended to infimty of dura~ 
tion, try it by all the rules of algebra or mathe-~ 
matics and it will amount in the end to the 


very doctrine believed in by a 
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From the (Hartford, Con.) Religious Inquirer. 


HUNDRED AND THIRD PSALM. 


‘The Eclectic Review of February, contains 
a notice of a work by Emil 
“Poetical Hlustrations of Pik fe of Scrip- 
ture.”’—The version of the ciii. Psalm, as giv- 
en in this work, is extracted with the following 
remarks. 


The “Poetical Ilustrations of Passages of 
Scripture” possesses a very high degree of 


merit. Indeed, we have not lately met with a 
volume of sacred poetry that has so much grati- 
fied us. 
to remari. on the singular want of success 
which has attended the numerous attempts, 


~ From the (Gardiner, Me.) Chr. Intelligencer. 


EXTRACT OF THE 


MINUTES 


Taylor, entitled, Of the proceedings of the Eastern Association of Uni- 


versalists convened at Mason’s Hall in Livermore, 
Me. June 27th and 28th, 1827. 


Proceeded to organize the Council, by 
choosing 

1 Br. William Frost, Moderator. 

2 Br. George Bates, Clerk. $ 

3 Br. Alvan Dinsmore, .4s’t. Clerk. 


. 4 Read a number of highly interesting let- 
In our last number, we had occasion |ters from different Societies, and received the 


credentials of delegates. 
5 Voted to receive the newly organized 


UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE. 


vome of them by our best pdets, to give a met-| Universalist Societies of Bath, Canaan. Ches- 
rieal form to the translation of the Psalms; | tervyille, Garland, Minot and Poland, Norridge- 
notwithstanding which, we maintained the} wock, Saco and Biddeford and Wilton, into the 


practicability of preserving, inviolate, the sim- fellowship of this Association. 


plicity of expression and sacred dignity charac- 


6 Voted that Brs. 8. Cobb, W. Frost and G. 


teristic of the original, in a lyrical version.—| Bates be a committee to receive application 
Had the present volume then been in our hands, | for letters of Fellowship and Ordination. 


we need not, we think, have gone any further 
for an illustration of our remarks, but might 
have referred to the following version of the 
ciii. Psalm, as a happy specimen—we were go- 
ing to say, an almost perfect specimen of ear- 
ly simplicity—of what such poems should be. 


It is not, indeed, complete, because several of 


the verses of the Psalm are passed over; but, 
in point of closeness, without servility, proprie- 
ty of diction, and spirit, it leaves little to wish 
for. 

“PSALM €III. 


“© Bless the Lord, my soul! O bless the Lord! 
Let all that is within me bless his name! 
Bless him, my soul; forget not to record 
His mercies who sustains thy feeble frame: 
Who thy diseases heals, 
Who for thy frailty feels, 
And crowns thy life with good—O bless his holy name! 


“Jehovah isa God of mercy still; 
No long-retained anger will he hide; 
Nor does His hand the unerring measure fill 
Of wrath for us; nor will he always chide: 
Behold, where o’er thy head 
The lofty heavens are spread— 
Thus far beyond thy thought his mercy reaches wide. 


And as the east diverges from the west, 
So far the memory of our sins he casts; 
Like a kind father, in whose pitying breast 
Love for his suffering children always lasts; 
Remembering what we are, 
And that the flower most fair 
Emblem of mortal life, drops at the passing blasts. 


- 


«Thus ever, evermore. thy mercy, Lord, 
On those who fear Thee doth delight to rest; 
And children’s children round the world record 
How they that keep thy sacred laws are blest. 
Thou hast prepar’d thy throne, 
And from the heavens look’st down, 
And waiting angels stand to know thy high behest. 


*“O bless the Lord, ye seraphs! that fulfil 
His least commandment, hearkening to his word! 
O bless the Lord, bright agents of his will, 
Whose souls harmonious move in sweet accord! 
Creatures of earth or air, 
Your Maker’s praise declare! 
© more than ail, my soul, bless thou the Holy Lord.’ 


- JUST RECEIVED, AND FOR SALE, 
A SERMON the Saviour of all Men) delirere fore the First 
Society of United (brisiinn Friends in Medway By Lyman 
Maynard Tt —“This i @ frithful saying and ¥ acceptation. 


w of al) men, «f 


a suffer reproach, bee at we fruct iz : | 


ORDER OF EXERCISES. 
Wednesday Morning. 
Br, Russell Streeter, Introductory Prayer. 
Br. Jabez Woodman, Sermon from Jer.vi.16. 
Br. Henry Hawkins, Concluding Prayer. 
Afternoon Service. 
Br. William A, Drew, Prayer. 
Br. J.B. Dods, Sermon from Eph. i. 4,5, 6. 
Br, Frederick A. Hodsdon, Prayer. 
Evening Service. 
Br. Fayette Mace, Prayer. 
Br. William Frost, Sermon from 1 John xvi, 
8, 9, 10, 11. 
Br. Benjamin B. Murray, Prayer. 
THURSDAY MORNING, 
Opened the Council by uniting in Prayer 
with Br. T. Dolloff. 
7 Attended to the report of the Committee 
on applications for Ordinations, &c. who re- 
ported in favor of granting a licence to preach 


to Br. Benjamin F. Wilbur of Sidney, and of 


ordaining Brs. J. Woodman, A.M., B, B. Mur- 
ray, I. Whittieer, J. B. Dods, and F. A. 
Hodsdon, as ministers of the Gospel. 
8 Voted, to accept the Report of this Com- 
mittee. 
_9 Voted, that each Society in fellowship 
with this Association, shall hereafter be enti- 
tled to send THREE DELEGATEs only, to its fu- 
|ture meetings. 
Morning Service. 
Br. J. B. Dods, Introductory Prayer. 
Br. S. Cobb, Sermon from Judges xiii. 22. 
Br. A. Dinsmore, Concluding Prayer. 
Afiernoon Service. 
Br. William Frost, Prayer. 
Br. R, Streeter, Sermon from John xi. 27. 


ORDINATION, 

Br. 8..Cobb, Ordaining Prayer. 

Br. F. Mace, Charge and Delivery of the 
Sacred Scriptures. 

Br. A. Dinsmore, Right Hand of Fellowship. 

Br, G. Bates, Concluding Prayer. 

Voted, that Br. S. Cobb prepare a Circular 
Letter and publish it, together with the Min- 
utes, in the Christian Intelligencer. 

Voted, that Brs. Drew, Cobb and Mace bea 
Committee to whom applications may be made 
from destitute Societies respecting ministerial 
| labor. 


Voted, to adjourn this Association to meet a- 


gain, by Divine permission, at Lewiston, Me. on 


re 


the last Wednesday and Diorsday iw June, 
1828. Wittiam Frost, Moderator. 
Geonce Bares, Clerk: 


«Ministers Present, 


Brs. G. Bates of Livermore, 8. Cobb of Wa- 
terville, A. Dinsmore of , J. B. Dods of 
Union, T. Dolloffof Jay, W. A- Drew of Au- 
gusta, W. Frost of Dover, H. Hawkins of Frye- 
burg, F. A. Hodsdon of Levant, F. Mace of 
Strong, B. hb. Murray of Greene, R. Streeter 
of Portland, 8S. Woodman of N. Gloucester, 
T. Whittieer of Freeman, and R. F. Wilbur of 
Sidney. 


> a me 


IMPORTANT QUERY. 


If it would not be thought unbecoming a 
moral and religious people to answer—we 
would ask, what has become ofthe Five Hund- 
red ‘Thousand Dollars deposited some time 
since in the Bank at Hartford, Conn. as a se- 
cret missionary fund? Gospel Advocate 


[Is it true, citizens of Hartford, that $500,- 
000 were deposited in your Bank as a missiona- 
ry fund? We had seen it suggested some 
years since, that an immense sum was vested 
or deposited and drawing interest, in the Bank 
at Hartford, by the Connecticut or some other 
missfonary society. Some more light on this 
subject by those who know, would be desira- 
ble.—Ed. Reformer] 
—aaoooOooSESSSEEe 

Married in this City. 

Mr. William Rayner to Miss Susan Clark. 

Capt. Benjamin S, Rodick, of’ Eden, Me. 
Alice F. Webber, of this city, 

In Salem, Mass. Mr. John A. Phipps to Miss Mary 
Smith. 

In West Bridgewater, Mr. Richard Church, merchant, 
of Machias, to Miss Rhoda F. Fobes. . 

In Bangor, Me. Mr. Amos M. Roberts to Miss Char- 
lotte B. daughter of Dr. Hosea, Rich. , 

In Sandford, Me. Mr. Theodore Linscott, aged 70, 
to Miss Ablgail Cain, aged 72, 

In Frammgham, Mr. Silas Hemmenway, of Cam- 
bridgeport, to Miss Susan Kendal. 

In Plymouth, Mr. Nathaniel Russell, jr. to Miss 
Catherine C. Elliot. Rev, Win. Harlow, of Plympton, 
to Mrs. Sarah Cornish. 


————————K—KX—XKX—X—X—X—X— 
Died in this City. 
Mr. Asa Carter, aged 52. 
Miss Ann Kuhn, aged 36. 
Rosanna Dufley, aged 45. 
On Monday last, Mr. Thomas McKeachie, aged 52. 
On Tuesday last, Mr. —— Nichols, f; 
Island, aged 33. Wie ee 
In Wrentham, 1st July, 
63 years. 
In Danvers, Mr. Joshua Osborn, aged 47. 
In Beverly, Capt. Tarbox Moulton, aged 60. 
In Taunton, Mr. Samuel Cain, aged 76. 


obs Published and fur Sale at this Office, “A SER- 
MON, delivered in Scituate, Mass. Marcel? 1827 
By Benjamin Whittemore, pastor. . 
yourselves therefore, to God. 
will flee from you,”’ James iv. 


to Miss 


Maj. Cyrus Comstock, aged 


~  ‘Tegi, ‘Submit 
Resist the devil, and he 
7. Price 121-2 cents, 
(We have received from Br. Cobb of W i 
(Me.) two Discourses—One on Text, ‘ i 
2 Sam. xv. 4, ‘‘O that I were made Jud j 
” lh a 
land!’’— The other, Text John y. 28, 29, ‘“Marvel a 


t this: l ; ” “ 
ot for the hour is comi ‘ &c.—Price 12 1-2 cenis 


account of the Universalist Mazazine, 
Mr. J. Phelps, Sutton, Mace. 
8. Dodges, Hamilton, Mass, 
8. N. Little, Atkinson, NW. HL. 
A. 0. Evans, Esq. Allemtown, N. FL 
Mr. Alfred vans, Lamprey Kiver, N. Ft, 


Cazh Received on 


HENRY BOWE 


